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If you are a regular reader of my reviews, you will recall that prior to the 2014 riding season I purchased a new-to-me 2011 
Harley Ultra Limited.  The bike had Vance & Hines (V&H) 4” round, slash cut mufflers with 2.5” baffles, with that ‘thing’ in the 
exhaust header removed (you know what I’m talking about).  The combination was simply louder than I liked so I tested the 
Acousta-fil blanket style muffler packing material.  I was very happy with the results. 
 
Still didn’t like the V&H pipes for other reasons – they were dull and somewhat blued from their time on this bike prior to the 
packing; and, came to find out, they had also been on a prior bike, for a few years, of the guy the ’11 came from.  Decided it was 
time for the V&H to go anyway.  Picked up a set of Fuel Moto 4” Jackpot mufflers.  Three friends had them on their touring bikes; 
liked the look.  Also liked the sound – on their bikes.  Decided to try to tweak the sound by packing again with Acousta-fil. 
 
Trying to track down the blanket product previously tested and liked so much; found it wasn’t available in 
the US any longer… hmmm…  Got hold of the Acousta-fil contact, he explained they came out with a 
‘better’ style of the product they called the ‘boa’.  Instead of a compressed blanket with melt-able thread, 

it literally looks like part of a roaring 20’s flapper costume – the ‘boa’ that the ladies 
wrapped around their necks  
 
The boa style is ‘strings’ about 3” wide and comes in packages of 400g of material.  In two 
packages, there were 4 individual, equal length, pieces.  In one package there was a 
single, long, piece.  The pieces were separated at the spacing shown in the pic to the left. 
 
Using the boa was easier than anticipated.  Having used a loose fill material before the 
blanket material, the expectation was to have to heavily tape it to keep it 'confined' to be 

able to get the wrapped baffle back in the pipe.  Highly recommend using gloves when working with any muffler wrapping 
material (yeah, didn't at first - bad plan...). 
 
Pulled the baffles out to find they were already wrapped with the same loose material used way back on my ’06 with the 
Rinehart pipes.  In this case, the packing was contained in a sheet of heat-proof material first – the burnt remnants of the tape 
that was used to hold it together were obvious.  Yet, it was rather loose; with one side having a void where the sheet had been 
ripped (assuming on original installation) and the packing missing.  (A-ha, perhaps why these sounded different than the other 
guys with Jackpots).  Gave reason to feel this adventure might just be successful. 
 
The boa material is only compressed and stitched together in the center section, with the same thread as the blanket material 
that melts when heated.  The edges are the glass packing material itself, looping back and forth.  Realize this description is 
difficult to visualize.  Hope with the picture, you get the idea. 
 
The center stitched section is rather strong.  While wrapping the baffle, pulled the material rather taught and overlapped the 
stitched center section over the 'loose' (i.e. not stitched) side, in the direction of the wrap.  Only used small pieces of masking 
tape to start the wrap and to 'join' when using the shorter pieces of material.  The material sort of grabbed onto itself, once it was 
wrapped with some tension, it tended to stay wrapped.  Only put a single wrap of tape all the way around when at the end.  The 
baffle was wrapped starting from the 'rear' of the baffle, wrapping toward the 'front'; such that the 'front' had a little less material 
to accommodate for the outer pipe tapering toward the inlet. 
 
Used 600g of material on each baffle, making the material wrap larger than the inside of the outer pipe.  Thought there was no 
way it would stay in place as the baffle was pushed back in the outer pipe, but it did.  Had to be worked it in slowly, tucking the 
'puffs' into edge of the outer pipe while going along.  Was able to work it in just fine.  It’s recommended to take the pipes off the 
bike - it will make the re-insertion of the wrapped baffle easier. 
 
The baffle in the Jackpot pipe is a bit shorter than in the V&H, which accounts for the slightly less material (by weight) used 
versus the blanket style material.  Yet, it appears to be the same density inside, between the baffle and the outer pipe. 
 
Only been able to initially test it after reinstalling the pipes at idle in the garage - too much snow around here to ride just yet.  
The tone is noticeably lower and fuller (which is what was hoped for).  Before discussing loudness, it’s important to review the 
discussion from the previous review. 
 
Decibel level is an objective measurement of the ‘intensity’ of the sound waves created; loudness is more subjective.  Each 
person will have factors that affect their perception of how loud something is.  Hearing loss, whether by age or environmental 
exposure, will likely make an equally intense (i.e. same dB level) sound seem louder to one person than another.  The tone and 
direction of broadcast of the sound also affect the perception of loudness.   
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With that said - the perception is the pipes with the boa style wrap are not as loud as before, which makes it hopeful for actual 
riding.  When the pipes get hot during a good ride, the material will expand as the threads start to melt.  If like the blanket 
material; as the thread melts, the tone and loudness will change for the better. 
 
Should have taken pics, but I was working alone and only have 2 hands... 
 
This review will be edited to add follow up comments once a hardy ride is taken, letting the pipes come to normal operating 
temperature of a sustained length of time.  There is a high level of confidence the sound and perceived loudness will be as 
desired. 
 
Some may wonder why go away from the blanket material to the boa style.  Must be recalled that many bikes that are not 
American V-Twin cruisers and touring bikes have mufflers/silencers that have a separate, removable end cap.  When removing 
this end cap, the perforated pipe (i.e. the baffle) stays in place inside the outer can.  The boa style material is better suited for 
this type of application because it can be pushed and prodded into all reaches of the can (regardless of the baffle configuration).  
With the compressed center section, it gets more material into the same space compared to the loose fill material that will spring 
back more as it’s pushed in. And is easier and more effective than the almost rigid blanket style. 
 
Follow up after a two hundred mile ride. 
 
The pipes have a more pleasant sound – deeper and throbbing, while not being loud (remember the definition of ‘loud’).  As the 
ride progressed and the pipes got hotter, it was once again like with the blanket material – the tone deepened and the volume 
decreased as the threads of the compressed portion of the boa melted and the material expanded.  The results are as hoped 
for. 
 
Further follow up after several thousand miles. 
 
Still extremely satisfied with the sound quality and level.  Cruising at any speed, the sound is more fulfilling than stock, but not 
much louder.  Crack the throttle and the unmistakable sound of the big twin comes out – but not obnoxiously. 
 
The boa form of the Acousta-fil muffler packing is workable in the typical V-Twin removable baffle exhaust.  Changes the tone 
and reduces the volume to a perception of ‘quieter’ pipes.  It’s an easy product to recommend if planning to pack/repack your 
pipes. 
 
If you decide to go with it, be sure to tell ‘em ‘bogie sent me’. 
 
 
Contact: 
Michelle Lien 
General Manager 
Culimeta-Saveguard, LLC 
1010 Galloway Street 
Eau Claire, WI 54703 
mlien@culimeta-saveguard.com 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
-bogie 

bogiediver@hotmail.com 
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